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AM | ACTING LIKE
BRIDGET?

In the Renee Zellweger hit
comedy "Bridget Jones' Di-
ary I," there is a scene to-
ward the end that | immedi-
ately identified with.
Bridget (Renee) finds her
self through no fault of her
own, in a Thai prison. As
she despairs about her
situation, the other women
gather around to console

her.

They enquire as to why she
is crying and she proceeds
to explain that she has is-
sues with her boyfriend.
"What your bad boyfriend
do?" one of the Thai girls
asks. "He didn't stick up for
me at a party,” she replies.
The Thai girls begin to share
their stories. "My boyfriend
hits me and makes me work
on the streets for him" says
one. Another adds "my
boyfriend makes me use
drug and make me work for
him 24 hour a day”. With
some embarrassment
Bridget quickly realises how
insignificant her problems
are and what a fool she has
been.

Like Bridget, | have often
felt suitably embarrassed at
the things | complain about.
Moreover | must admit that
at times | have listened to
the woes of others with
relatively small problems
and thought how most of us
have little to complain
about.

In March | attended the fu-

neral of a woman who we

first befriended many years
ago. Her boyfriend allegedly
killed her in the family
home. She leaves behind 6
children aged from 18
months upwards. Her eld-
erly mother will now need
to care for the children.

At present we are dealing
with a family where the
mother who is on her own,
is undergoing treatment for
a terminal illness. She losta
son at a young age in the
most tragic of circum-
stances. She now has a
daughter in jail and another
son in hospital suffering seri-

ous mental illness.

Young Ned and Danny were
at home with their dad
when he too dropped dead.
Their mother was in prison.
Danny is still in denial about
his father's death saying with
pride that he hasn't even
cried yet. His behaviour
however, is showing that he
is a disturbed little boy who
is obviously grieving. He is
one of the children we have
been sending on camps.

Several weeks ago | picked
up "Julie” on the day of her
release. | had never actually
met her before but one of
the staff asked us to help
out, explaining that she had
no one else to collect her.
When | met her at the gate

of the prison she was un-
derstandably excited to be
finally going home.
"Where is home?" | en-
quired.

"Well I'm from the coun-
try and for the time being
my sister has offered to
have me stay with her until
| can find somewhere and
get on my feet. | can't
wait to speak to my teen-
age daughter,” she said.
"Here, use my mobile
phone and call her now if
you like" | said, under-
standing her need to con-
nect with someone who

cared about her release.

My heart sank as | heard
her daughter inform her
that her sister had now
changed her mind and that
"lulie” could no longer stay

there.

She was shattered. Even-
tually, at her request |
reluctantly put her on a
country train hoping that
someone somewhere at
the other end would take
her in. Perhaps she would
have been better off if she
had stayed in prison.
After 7 years of not hear-
ing from Helen, we were
pleasantly surprised by a
recent phone call. Why
did she suddenly feel the
need to ring? Serious ill-
ness had led to several
hospital stays. Her hus-
band was regularly going in
and out of jail. With 3
children to raise and no
other family support, life
had become very difficult.

Jesus came
"to bind up the

broken-hearted
and set the
captive free."
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God is "the Father
of compassion and
the God of all

comfort,”

2 Corl3)

Recently she had been so
down, that she struggled to
get out of bed. She called
"because we were the only
ones who she felt would
care.”

"Cheryl" had no previous
criminal history. A stress-
ful situation lead to a poor
decision which she made
whilst in the depths of de-

(Continwed on page 2)
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“To all the people ‘Kldsoncamps T

who sent me to CYC

camp. Thank you The children of prisoners often suffer just as much as their parents. The person who is
very much for being the centre of their lives mysteriously disappears. One of the more rewarding aspects of
PNM's work is to see the reactions and changes that occur in these kids when they go to
holiday camps. Without PNM, it is unlikely that they would ever have these experiences.

Here’s some insights from the kid’s perspective.

so generous.” Kira
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spair. The result was a long jail sentence. How would she ever cope in a prison? She thought she would never survive.
The separation from her four children was agonising for her. Furthermore during her imprisonment her much loved
daughter was married. Within a year "Cheryl's” first grandchild was born. Her inability to attend the wedding and then
not be around to support her daughter would be something she would regret for the rest of her life. Such a high price to
pay for a moment of poor judgement.

PNM have been able to befriend, support and assist all of the people I've mentioned. Why do we! Because we know that
God is "the Father of compassion and the God of all comfort," (2 Cor 1:3) and that Jesus came "to bind up the broken-
hearted and set the captive free." (Isaiah 61.1). We count it a privilege to be able to minister to those so close to His
heart.

When | find myself complaining about my lot in life, | soon realise | need to get things in perspective, realise what others
are going through and count my blessings. Next time you have a bad day maybe you too might consider whether you also

are acting like Bridget?

Laurel Gore
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D on’t tell people that
you can visit women
in jail or everyone will want
to do it!”

This is what | said to my
husband when | found out
about PNM. He assured me
that this wasn’t the case! |
have had a strong sense of
calling to this work since
2000 when | started as a

volunteer.

My involvement with women
in prison grew to co-
ordinating the craft pro-
gramme, supporting some
women and eventually being
employed in the TAFE in the
prison by 2003. In Feb 2007
| began the role of volunteer
co[lordinator. God always
opened the way for me to
do this work. This has been
most obvious in being able
to juggle the demands of my
other part time work, my
role of wife and mother, my
church commitments. |
could not have done this

work without the support of
many people but especially

my husband.

| have always had a heart

to share my faith having had
previous involvement with
Scripture Union Beach Mis-
sions, Teen Challenge, chil-
dren’s work and UNOH. My
heart for women has grown
as a TAFE teacher and
through my involvement in
Careforce programs, Resto-
ration Prayer Ministry and by
walking side by side with
other women through their
lives.

Ministering in the jail is a real
privilege and honour for me.

| see hope in each woman,
someone unique, valuable and
precious. |am sure that if
the Lord was here the Dame
Phyllis Frost Centre would be

on his “must do” list.
My own childhood was im-

pacted by alcohol, gambling,
high levels of stress and an
absent father. | also know
that the Lord
has a way
through this to
wholeness for
me. | don’t want to keep

this hope to myself.

The needs of the women
are immense. We have a
saying at my church “It
takes all of God'’s people to
do all of Gods work.” |
believe to really impact the
lives of women in prison
and their families we need
to mobilise the broader
church body. In the UK
there is a data base of 800
offender friendly churches.
| mentioned this to a col-
league of mine who is not a
Christian. She replied
“aren’t all churches sup-
posed to be offender
friendly, Jesus was, wasn’t
He?” This is my vision and
hope. In my new role of

Volunteer Coordinator for

PNM, one key aspect is to
raise up a network of volun-
teers to support the women
on release to help them
integrate into healthy net-
works including churches.
Everybody needs friends to
enrich and stabilise their
lives, particularly the
women from prison. In
praying about this network,
the name “Side by Side” was
impressed upon me. When
I looked “Side” up in the
concordance | discovered
the following: Sometimes
you were publicly exposed
to insult and persecution; at
other times you stood
side by side with those
(Continued on page 4)

Help women and their families rebuild their lives in 2007!

s the end of the financial year approaches, now is a great time to donate to provide gifts or food hampers,
bring children for visits, ensure women are provided with friendship and support, to support our workers,

school camps, car and administration costs and the always in demand, hardship fund.

To make a donation simply fill out the credit card form attached or send a cheque payable to:
Prison Network Ministries, PO Box 46, Kerrimuir, VIC, 3129
Thank you for remembering those in prison who need all the support then can get to start a new lifel

Yes! | will help

Credit card number

/ /

Name of cardholder:

Please charge my:

women and their families rebuild their lives
I will donate [] $25 [1gs0 [l g100ds other

Expirydate: __ /
Signature:

[1 visa [ Mastercard

Please detach and mail to Prison Network Ministries, PO Box 46, Kerrimuir, Vic 3129

All donations of $2 or more are tax deductible. Please fill out your address details below to receive your receipt.

Street address:

Contact number:

Postcode: e







