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Merry Christmas. Was it? .......

| love Christmas! | wish
we celebrated it twice a
year! Each Christmas |
feel particularly blessed
and realise | have so
much to thank God for.
My gratitude to God is
heightened, I'm sure, by
the fact that | move

ceive any visits and is
now petrified of giving
birth alone and raising a
child by herself. Was it a
very merry Christmas for
Jenny?

Last week | took 10 year
old Ali in to the prison to
visit her Mother, who she

..their greatest problem is not drugs

and alcohol, but loneliness

amongst people whose
lives are so lonely and full
of sorrow. Mother
Theresa must have seen
poverty and suffering to a
degree that most of us
can only imagine, and yet
she said this: "Being un-
wanted, unloved, uncared
for, forgotten by every-
body, | think is a much
greater hunger, a much
greater poverty than the
person who has nothing
to eat."

Over the years, many
women from prison have
told me how their great-
est problem is not drugs
and alcohol but loneli-
ness.

Jenny has recently been
released from prison.
That's good! ...Well so
you'd think. In 2 months
she is due to have her
first baby, but has no fam-
ily and few friends. Whilst
in prison she didn't re-

hadn't seen for 6 weeks. |
commented to her that |
thought | used to see her
visit her Mum regularly
and asked who used to
take her in. She hesitated
before answering and
then said softly, "My
Dad." "Is he not able to
do that any more?" |
asked. It was as though
she didn't hear me and
she turned to look out
the window. | asked again
not thinking the answer
would be too personal.
No answer, so | dropped
it. A minute or so later,
fiddling with a small purse
on her lap, she finally re-
plied, "He's away
too....like my Mum, gone
inside."(jail)

On the way home we
passed the men's prison
which is only a kilometre
down the road from the
women's prison. "Bye

Daddy", she said in a

raised voice as she
waved through the win-
dow. Was it a very
merry Christmas for
Ali?

Kelly left her boyfriend
after years of lies, abuse
and several episodes of
unfaithfulness. Despite
having a large family,
Kelly felt she couldn't
turn to any of them be-
cause they all have
enough problems of
their own. So she and
her newborn little girl
went from agency to
agency to try to find a
bed for the night, only
to be told there were
no vacancies. Uncer-
tainty and loneliness is
her constant compan-
ion. Was it a very merry
Christmas for Kelly?
Tiffany's Mum has a seri-
ous drug problem and
as a result she cannot
live with her. Neither
can she live with her
Dad or any of her 3 sib-
lings. She has lived
many places in her short
little life and moved
schools many times.
Her Mum is desperately
trying to overcome her
problems but needs in-
tensive rehab to rebuild
her life. In the mean
time, ALL the children
will need to be split up
as their step father will

need to work long
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Being  unwanted,
unloved, uncared
for, forgotten by
everybody | think
is a much greater
hunger, a much
poverty
the person
who has nothing
to eat."

greater
than

Mother Theresa

hours to cover the rent
and bills, as Mum's in-
come will need to be
used to pay her rehab
costs. Was it a very
Merry Christmas for
Tiffany and her family?
Prison Network is
reaching out to all those
mentioned above and
many, many more we

(Continued on page 2)
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BLACK & WHITE

TRIVIA NIGHT

IN SUPPORT OF

PRISON NETWORK MINISTIRY

SATURDAY 6TH OCTOBER

7 PM—I11 PM

$15 PER HEAD

PNM has a new presence on the internet at:
http://prisonnetwork.org.au

Having a presence on the web is important these days and it

| will greatly assist in spreading the PNM message to a broader

audience.

The web site is underdevelopment and already contains in-
formation on PNM’s purpose, staff, the history of PNM,

| catch up on the latest news and read current and past news-

letters

Merry Christmas. Woas it? ..... (Continued from page [)

don't have room to tell you about. This includes the hun-
dreds of women in prison, many of whom feel their great-
est feelings of remorse and regret during the Christmas
and new year period, and who are often very depressed
about being away from loved ones. PNM is a very busy or-
ganisation during this time. Leading up to Christmas, we
drove many children to and from camp, gave gifts and ham-
pers, supported and assisted in whatever ways we could
and importantly, spread the Christmas message of hope
both in and out of the prison. Are you able to help us con-
tinue to care for the lost and lonely during 2008 and con-
tribute to our New Year appeal? We and those we care
for would be very grateful.  Laurel Gore

Last year One Community Church ran their inaugural trivia night to sup-
port the work of PNM and raised an incredible $6 500! This year’s event
was even more successful. An outstanding $12 000 was raised to assist with
sending the children of prisoners to camps in the coming year. A huge than-
kyou to Bethany, Kerryn and the team for their passion, enthusiasm and faith
in God.

Thank You One Community Church!

Jody Corrigan, PNM Support
Worker sharing the PNM

< story with the crowd at the

@ trivia night.

By girls in the Dame Phyllis Frost Drug Unit

As | pass away the time
Memories flood cruel and kind
Anger, avoidance, habits of old
No direction, so I've been told

Here | stand all alone

I've made my way through the unknown
Full of hope, full of dreams

Nothing is ever as it seems

God give me strength to make a choice
And learn to trust my inner voice

To focus on the love inside

And face the fears I've tried to hide

There's no escaping the prison of my
mind

Why does the world seem so unkind?
It's never too late to make a start

To follow the freedom within my heart

Creating change inside my cocoon
I'll be a beautiful butterfly soon
Free at last, I've found my soul
Look at me, I'm in control
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On the 6™ of October |
drove to Mill Valley Ranch
to pick up 4 kids and take
them home, after what |
had hoped would have
been a fun time away at
camp. After the awards
were given and all the
goodbyes were said, we
jammed the car with lug-
gage and kids and headed
for home!

The first comment made

was “l never want
to come to camp
again”. Oh no that’s

terrible | was thinking, but
he quickly followed up

with, ““‘Because | so
never want to

leave”’! This was ech-
oed by the others and |
soon found myself driving
along with a car load of
songsters. They must

have sung every song they
had learnt at camp and |
even joined in some of
them much to their
amusement. One of the
boys had remembered
that | used to go to Mill
Valley Ranch as a young
teenager and we soon
talked about being a
Christian and how much
God loved us. Their ex-
citement about all that
had transpired at camp
was infectious and it made
for a fun car trip. As we
drove through Colling-
wood they shared as they
waved, smiled and said
“hello” to everyone they
could. Most people re-
sponded back with a wave
and a smile and it became
a competition between
them as to how many
waves they received.

As we got closer to their

home, the mood started
to change and we were
told by one of the boys
to “Put up your win-
dows”! We were told
that the waving and call-
ing out would not be ap-
preciated and we might
get bashed up. Although
at first | was amused at
his comment, | knew he
was serious and that we
should never make light
of the experiences and
events they have wit-
nessed. Three of the
four got out at the first
stop and as we drove off |
could still see them
standing on the nature
strip waving to us until
we were out of sight.
Driving the last girl home,
| couldn’t help but be
thankful for the Trivia
Night that was taking
place at that moment, at

One Community Church.
The sole purpose, to
raise funds for PNM to
send kids to camp.

Like the others, the girl
was a bit reluctant to say
goodbye, and even
though | had only just
met her she came run-
ning back to the car to
give me yet another hug.
During the drive | had
asked them all to give me
a highlight of the camp
and getting hugs from the
leaders was one of hers.
Small things mean so
much, especially when
both of her parents were
presently in prison

| can’t help but wonder
what this Christmas held
for these and many of the
other children we come
in contact with. Many of
the joyful and exciting
childhood memories that
we have of Christmas,
are far removed from
those that these children

(Continued on page 4)

Can you help women and their families rebuild their lives in 2008?

ver Christmas we provided gifts and food hampers, took children for visits, ensured women were provided
with friendship and support, supported our workers and volunteers and transported children to camps. Rising
petrol prices and administration costs are a constant drain on our resources.

To make a donation simply fill out the credit card form attached or send a cheque payable to:
Prison Network Ministries, PO Box 46, Kerrimuir, VIC, 3129
Thank you for remembering those in prison who need all the support then can get to start a new life!

Yes! | will help women and their families rebuild their lives

| will donate [ ] $25 [ 1$50 [ ]$100[$ ... other

Credit card number

/ /

Name of cardholder:

Please charge my:

Expirydate: _ /

Signature:

[] visa [] Mastercard

Please detach and mail to Prison Network Ministries, PO Box 46, Kerrimuir, Vic 3129

All donations of $2 or more are tax deductible. Please fill out your address details below to receive your receipt.

Street address:

Contact number:

State:........... Postcode:

Name:

|

|







